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The! Supcrfund progrlUD wns tllli.ded by 
Co,:1w~tl iat December 1980. The 18w 
estnblisbcd a progrnm to investiiat.e t\lld 

initiate actions &iainst flctual and potentW 
l'ele:ib~S or haznrdoos chemicals and other 
substll.llCCS at sites throughout the United 
States. In 1986, Congress remrthorized 
Superfund and iucrensed the size of the fund 
from Sl.6 billion to S8.5 billion. The U.S. 
Environmentru Protection At?cncy (EPA) 
odministers the Supcrfond progrnm in 
cooperation \\ith ind.ividuo.l states. 

The Sopcrfund proce3s can differ from eaeh 
site. There are usunlly six phases which 
begin when s site is identified snd concluded 
with a. final remedy. 

EPA monitors the site throughout the 
process. If at my time contiuuination 
becomes nn immediat:e threat to public 
health or the environment, EPA wny 
eonduci: an emergency action, known ru: o 
~val t1ction. 

EPA atrempts to identify partiff who moy 
be legally responsible for site contamination. 
Once identified; these parties a.re asked to 
participot.e in the investi&ation and remedial 
process. If they do not &£ree to pruiiclpate, 
EPA may seek their participation through 
lepl means. 

The EPA Re.Ilion 6~ Superfund Program bas 
established n tolJ free number to provide 
direct a,cw;s to the genera.I public and to 
incrense coDllllwiity involvement in the 
Superfund Progr8lll. 

Just dial 1-800..533--3508 
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&fore most pwplc m1dtntootl hr,w certw.n 

wastts lllltlit tiirea&ell 1,1ublit: h~lth nnd tht 
enviro11tnent, bainrdnus W{l!ilt--e$ were often 
disposed or 11t Joclltions where they eo,lld «itther 
enter the growid. writer, or,air. Now tht-re sites 
are behlf btouaht to the utte»tloll of l!PA by 
private dibens, m1d tocul aJJd it.{ltt,d aeencles.. 

A preluiJinary lnspectimi o.fthe site ts u ndllci<lfi 
by £PA or II state eg~. The dte ls asw,u~ i.,r 
the prestt.nce of ha1,ardot1s chelllic;els tnd odier 
subst1111ws and th~ir potential lln1u1ct on pubtif 
health or tlie eh\irc11u11el\t. 

lf £1) A lln\h tl,at a site poses a serious actual or 
potential threut to the C01Umul1ity, the sit€! is 
phlted on the NutionnJ Priorities List (NPL). a 
roscer oftbe nation's worse haardom wute aJtes.. 
The NPL currently b1dude$ more th.i n 1.100 otes 
nationwide. 

EPA conducts a two-part 1nvesdgadon of all NPL 
sJtes. The Ont psrt, ll remecb8) mvestlg11tton. 
ldentlf1&3 contam.ination nud sltc-relo(ed threat1 to 
the envtl"OlUDe11t und pulilic: health. The se(Ond 
part of the lnvEStlgatio.n. 11 fesislbllity study, 
evaluates various appNJechff to addreufna nte 
co11ditlo11s. 

:EPA selects a preforrod reni«iy for tbe site IJ'o.m 
8DIODC tlio flliemotlns presented in the feastbtllty 
study. Alter EPA r ca>J.lllllcnck its £bolt~ th& 
public, stste end Jocnl offldals are given an 
oppomuittyto cmnment on it. After tt cmuloen 
the comments, EPA selects the filu,1 r&medy for 
the site. 

Followtnit tbe geJectiob of o fanal rem&d)', EPA 
designs and bnplemeuu the chosen remtdy. EPA 
negotintes with parties mpoaslble for 
contanwuition of the &Jte to deslg)l, lnipfoment and 
pay for the flnal rem&dy. EPA mt1y, tbrouah legBI 
action, later recover cost11 from tbe J'(llponslble 
portica. 
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